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Mr* John ^edigon 
??BaM-TV 

630 N. ?;!o01urU Court 
Oiiicago, 111. 

Dear Mr* Madlgan^ 

Vigor with Which 1 pursue my beliefs plus the engsr of which 1 am' cSL 
usually aisplay in t*-e face of mlareproaontation. Briefly, 1 feel the Intergity 

involved, making a myolous attitude to^rfac? 

It thathdey did Jece, e willingness to Improvlae 

it, both entirely Inne^/^iete end o nstlonal dissservlce. 

of Ruby ThiV r, Elmer Gertz in his defense 

K 1 ^ Rubybin hlgn anteem or ooneldered him in- 

nocent but beenua® i believe the law rauet be honored, that ell defendsnts ere 
equally entitled to its protection end beceuse on this subject we very much 

„ proof of perjury by e major witness ogelnst Ruby. Belli hod 

no interest, but you will find thet when another lawyer pursued this on anneal 
thn use of the testimony of this officer who nod perjured him-^’ 
self that the orpeel was upheld. You may recall Ruby died before his new trial, 
had Just been burled when we did that show. 

T /Hrf It K f® l-osalbillty of personal gain to rae in doing your show. 

I did it betfeuse tue invitation woe to confront Albert Jenner, one of the Gom- 

mieeion 8 senior counsel. ^Ituough I was to do three hoxirs of late-night mdlo 

dav of "^Sht. This Slone mode s very long end omotlonolly-ezhaustlng 

day of it. I flew through e blizzard to confront Jennar on your ahow. The trln 
back was by far the rougheet ^ had eve«^hed (with the best OhJ^C 

wlfl u delayed. I spent this time with Elmer m d hie 

not dl^tln^H e* asoeeslnation. It wwas oluvloue he did 

J between fact end whet he preferred to be fact. I cautioned him 

\ J T aimlalnintee that I could not unconteetedly remit eo 

much misinformation to bo presented fes feet to so many people. Now It hennena that 

otner Co-nmleelon counsel, *nd Jenner, had accepted TV eppearoncee and, wl^out 
^oertlon, cancelled than for one apuriouB reaeon or another v;hen thev learned 
they wore to-confront me. It meent much to me to be able, fincllv, to” confront 
one -any one. When Jenner felt he had to. he told you enffl, whethi; Tr nlVToT 
el.evc- it, you told you.Veualence ho had suddenly remembei)*^chttatmsB party ho 
naa to ettendl Tne eecond week of lenuerv! ^ 



If you, txilnk 1 in any way misrepresent tHis, you can invite Mr. Jenner 
to face me now, wuen ne certainly nas no Clirietinaa ^erty. 

I'erusps tuis snort acco-ont can help you understand how ^ felt when we 
taped that show. 



But the purpose of tula letter la not a belated explanation. It la to 
seek an appearance now, for a special, non-profit purpose important to me and. I 
tulnk, the people ox the country, especially Chicago. Sherman Skolnlck has done 
reprehensible thing that has already done much herm and threetona 
Etllx more. I want to expose this end him. If I had the fare to Chicago, this 
••voull be no problem, for there ere shows on whlcn I am welcome. But these shows 
neve no budget for guests* costs. 



^ aware, frell memory does not deceive me, that at the time of 
the Koerner decision, yoii were among those who, in one way or another, found it 
possible to defend him. I suggest nothing wrong in this, do not blow enough 
about the fact to nave an opinion. I am aware that he has done fine public service, 
I am also awsre tnot Mussolini began political life as a socialist. 

In recent years I have completed four bookrsl have noit been able to 
got printed. They exist In limited, xeroic editions. Tney ere alao the toughest 
books on this subject yet. You will find one of them currently of considerable 
significance. It was, within the past week (in confidence) used as the b-sis of 
the newest appeal for James Earl Ray. It is an over-large book, in part because 
with the unpubllshebillty of this subject I have had to recast myself Into the 
writer who must make the record, not meet standards of commercial acceptability, 
nthough I do not deceive myself into believing it will happen, this book has 
enough to warrant a trial for Ray (he has n-^ver had one) and to cause the dis- 
barment of every IsTs-yer involved to the time he copped a plea. Aside from a 
lengthy arpendix of once-suppressed evidence, cut to 100 pages, this book has 
more than a third of a million words of text, it is called COUP D’ETAT. Although 
copyrighted, tue title has been taken by others once end is about to be borrowed 
again. It includes two Chicago stories, one of which was, in pert, well known. 

The other was entirely unknown, 

^^hether it was the day i taped your show or the next time I was in 
your building, to d- a show with Jerry Wiiiieme, l do not now recall. But on» 

one of txio occasions your receptionist hended me a letter from someone etill 

unknown to me^ with a tip on the arrest of Thomas Vallee, Since then, with some 
difficulty, have pursued a successful investigation, bringing 6ut of that 
literary q^rlcksand in the Notional Archives what the Commleeion and the EBI sought 
to hide. A youifg former reporter, then living in Chicago, followed up for me some 

of the materiel I developed. In order to make it possible for him to domthis for 

me, J* had to provide him with copies of the withheld evidence. He is e friend 
of 8 faculty colleague of Skolnick, In fact, ot that time he worked in the building 
housing Columbia College, '^hen Skolnick, not yet having reed the Warren Reporf, 
not even knowning the literature in the field, decided this was an ares in wnich 
he might get himself more x^ublicity, this man introduced my uelper and Skolnic^f 
on February 7 of this year. After the appearance of tue Chicago Journalism Review 
for March, with its forecast of indictments against *^hlcego police in the Black 
Panther matter - and with Sgt^ Daniel Groth tae key may in the Valle© coverup- 
Skolnick found the fierce pleasure too hasty to stay. ^ got my meterialL from 
this young nan by subterfuge and misrepresentation. First, with utter irrespon- 
sibility, he aired it on WRSV (having first, witnout success, mede a play for 
your station). Then hew persuaded t'/CFL to associate themselves v/ith him. For 
severak weeks he had a re porte/d^ named Fahn with him. I^howing nothing about the 



subject end overwdelraed witb my stolen documents. Pain and tlie station were 
impressed. But to tills day, incredible as it may seem* no single ^bicago 
reporter has checked Skolnick out or, if one has, no pert of the medie has 
presented the truth. The result of ta-.- £CFL collaboration was e spurious 
and defemotory ”suit*\ It is utterly and completely without originality, save 
when it presents Invention as fact, has no legal standing, end is legally 
incompetent beyond my capacity to describe to you in neaningful terms. It 
is this suit, which is bound to be thrown out of court, thi^t presently holds 
great danger to the cause of truth. Wnen a cose ellegedly against the goverhment, 
in which suppression is felaely alleged, is thrown out of court, there will be 
netioxiBl headlines proclaiming the verity of the Werren i^eport end uerelding 
ths't there is no suppression of evidence in the President’s murder. 



There is, of course. Rather tnan face tiie suits they know I am 
preparing to file-end preparation, unlike Skolnick’s contrivance, is a time- 
conauming, peinstoking teak - I am forcing the delivery of some. In con fi dance, 
not at all for present airing (for I do not seek sensation end I believe 
such data is presented, it should bo as complete as possible and in prop r 
context^, I am pr pared to show you whst requires nomoxprrtise to recognise 
es the total destruction of the official fiction about the asBaselnatlon, 
among the most shocking official documents in cur history. Again in confi- 
dence, I tell you that, after holding bock, lying end deceiving to the moment 
of ultimate truth, court appeoronce in a suit I filed, tan government has 
just promised to deliver whet you would not believe it would dare suppress, the 
official records of a public trial ! Although 1 had tae official proof they had 
confiscated this record, the Justice Department insisted they did not it. 

So, there is suppression and, with care en..i t'.*^ investment of oonsldorsble time, 

I am doing comet hi ng ^»bo-:t it, in a responsible way. 

What Skolnick claims the ^-rchlves "released"’ tl^ey did not. They meke 
no releasee. Tae VqHqc^ files were never withheld/ They were raerely hidden. 1 got 
them. ?^hat he claims taey are still suppressing, from the Secret Service, they 
do not have end never did have. I could go on indvc finitely , but I give you e 
simple, comprehensible test you can make for yourself. This fiction celled e 
suit, the sole purpose of which 1 s to publicize Skolnick at whatever cost, 
alleges the records of the purchase of the alleged assssslnetlon weapon could b*t 
be found in Chicago* And he talks of a r^sterious late-night telephone call to 
Klein’s, walch sold the weapon (and lifted from rjiy second book, where the 
SecT'et Service reuert sppeers in facsimile). The truth in this record of purchase 
Is central tc the ?'arren Report, was found before the next day downed, in the 
middle of a role of microfilm, and is printed in facsimile in tne Werren Report 
itself (page 120). Tlie chapter titled ^The Assessin" begins with it! You can 
reed ale ’’suit”, look at the Warren Report or, what may be easier, pnone Seymour 
V,aldrasn, at Klein’s. 

In short, save for invention, there is no real feet in Skolnick^s 
suit that he didn’t steel from me. he was tjot content to steal, he d to 
eiabroider* I do not say ’’steel*’ as © figure of speech, n© never asked the 
.•rchives for anything-ever. xet he cnarges they suppress? iiow could n© know, 
witiiout asking? ne did not evon do w:i6t would be no loss dishonest, ask for his 
own copies of whet ^ had turned up, used my copies, which have added end 
readily-identi flable markings edded for special purposes. I tnink the airing of 
the originals, with those added markings, and taeir faithful reproduction by 
Skolnick, the only thing faithful in all h«" hss done, would be drametic. 



Here is tae men. who claims the honorable purpose of cleansing the 
courts, of upholdin the law, '^et he prostitutes both for personal purposes. 



\ 









\, . 



He goes so fer as to ask tuQt the Freodon of Informotion Lew be declared 
unconstitutional, and tiie press is silent* The low prescribes, properly, 
certain steps tast must bs t8l®n before it can be invoked. If it did not, 
self-seekers like Skolnick would drive the gov*^rnniGnt crazy. Beginning vith 
even a simple request for tne material, he has not taken a single one of these 
steps. Yet this is the ”l»gol researcher” , the men you station end every other 
one describod as an invostigetor into thc: feet of the assassination. I auggost 
the abuse of both Isv; and co'urts by a man claiming tbe opposite, claiming 
dishonesty and evil purpose In others, is more reprehensible then whet ho 
has alleged against otbnrv®. 

Do not lose sight of the ^f set that in ell this be has darflamed those 
who ceriUot respond. He has charged ‘^hlcago Secret Service agents as being part 
of the assassination conspiracy* 

Although my second book attributes s coverup to the Secret Service 
in Its title, end proved it, I m:V9 defended the agents against such charges 
beforts, notobly when Manchester* a book eppeared. So\ Skolnick costs me in the 
role of defender of both tne Aecret Aervlce and the Netional Architres, while 
I am also their severest legitimate critic, i'his, 1 hope you can see, also 
snows that those of ua doing serious research end writing seek the truth, not 
sensotionsllsm. But it is 0 switch. 1 hove s file Inches thick of suits i cm 
preparing agslnst the Archives. Tae law gives them the capability of stalling, 
and" they use and ebuee It. My latest appeal, which the low requires be responded 
to promptly; has hod no response in several months* But for e suit to succeed, 
for It not to bo tossed out, as Skolnick* a will be on nir erous grounds, all 
these administrative rr'medles i^iust be sought. 

Since the ext-naive publiclta^n Skolnick*© career of personsl 
publicity, 1 nnve sought rtoans of getting to ^hicagoxfor two purposes} to file 
8 countcr-sult and to expos© him. Aside from the interest do seat to me, I would 
hope there remain media people Interested enough tn honest courts and honest 
comrittoaeis on eleanaing tnem to tell the people of Chicago who tj done in 
this name. I aew found tnet apparently I can file such 0 suit ¥y mall, uni hove 
I have cent Skolnick o copy, I have sent the U*S.Msreriol e copy ^yto serve. 1 
have notified AP, which j^ave him so big a story, and there has b|een a silence 
that to me is ebaroeful* '-^his suit seeks en injunction against en:y other impro- 
per uce of the materiel end the dismiseal with prejudice of his ifrlvolity. 
Bspecially becouse there has been no coverage, t^owever, do believe it is i.qjort- 
ant to expose Skolnick, to di^ssoclato hie contrivance from any legitimate 
criticism of the government’s conduct In InvestiT^ating the essB/ssination end, 
above all, from legitlmste charges of real suppression. / 

Thus I ask you e chance to sir the documentary proof of the foregoing, 
ae Skolnick has had such en unirapeded chance to do. Thereafter I would welcome 
6 chance to confront him. I predict you will find that if I db get a chance to 
dr this, he will have no std>msch for confrontation. 

If you think there is the possibility of personal gtvin in this for 
me, try and buy one of my bocks in '^hicego* 

I apologize for t^is lengthy Intrusion into your busy day. I regard it 
as important enough, ..owever, to navt sT^ent an early Sunday morning writing it. I 
do hope you will find it posrrible to enable me to do thla. If you do, without 
some cur nipping et my heels, you will got a cere fully -understated preeentetion 
of evidence tuat can bo admitted in court, an/ ovarv/ne.lming esse, coiaplate v/ith 
covering letters -even tne one Skolnick is flashing from which I olimlnsted the 
name of the addressee. Sincerely, Harold Weisberg 




